IN THE QARA MOUNTAINS

Saiyids and Sharifs1 of Dhufar are its accepted nobility,
ranking above the tribes themselves, being the venerated
descendants of the Prophet Muhammad. Whoso holds
their hands to his nostrils and takes a few hearty sniffs,
as does every local tribesman, will acquire virtue thereby.

The Saiyid had turned to the subject of of ant, one of a
congeries of evil spirits, but I avowed that as we had none
in my country I knew not how to pacify them.

'Wallahi! my wife has had seven bellies and she has
not delivered one of them/ he said. 'The afarit have taken
them.5

There are many other evil spirits, jinns, jlnniyat and
zars. Of these, zars are the most accommodating, jinns
sometimes yield, but afarit\ they are Allah's worst afflic-
tions.

*Ali al Dhab'an and I had arranged to sit up that night
in the hope of shooting a hyena, both hyenas and wolves
being common in these foothills.2

We had heard on the previous evening the chatter of
hyenas from neighbouring hills; our camp-fire seemed to
make no difference to them in their caves. To-day while
I was away 'Ali had built a magbin shelter in the approved
manner, a low half-circle of piled stones capable of ac~

1 Saiyids are the descendants of Hasan, Sharifs of Husain.   In reality,
of course, they are not the lineal descendants of the Prophet, but of ' Ali,
who married the Prophet's daughter, Fatima.   The Omanis, whose sect is
'Ibadhism (the ancient Khuwarij) and to whom 'All's name is therefore
anathema, have the apposite saying, 'Ask a mule what his father was/ His
reply will be, 'My mother was a horse.'

2 I should here mention that the panther is found in the more unfre-
quented wooded valleys; the Arabian Ibex tar lives beyond the habitable
mountains and in the Jabal Samhan; foxes are found everywhere, and gazelle
are numerous in the plains,
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